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The recurring subject on each of 
my visits to the libraries was 
the emphasis on the protection 
of books and precious items. It 
became clear to me that the 
environment of the libraries 
would have to go to lengths to 
protect the objects. I 
translated this as books having 
the power to control their 
environment and even the 
librarians in order to meet 
their needs and have protection. 
And so this began the idea of 
flipping this around and 
designing a building that 
controls the fate of the books 
and the books therefore lose the 
power of being protected.

FOCAL RESEARCH

Notices to the public for the 
protection of books in the 

British Library.

Causes of damage to books. Materials and methods used to 
protect books.



The library is owned by a secret society. You will find that the 
members of this secret society are men of power, they believe that 
books carry authority of knowledge over the mind and the wrong 
books in the wrong hands leads to a threatening knowledge and 
therefore disaster. These men have the power to change this, so 
they have decided to create a ‘new knowledge’. Under this new 
knowledge, books of a new age are being created and the society 
have decided to destroy the books that go against their new 

knowledge. However, their plans must be kept within the circle of 
their society – which is why they have created a library that is 
designed to change overnight from a protector to a destroyer.

The men want these books in their library to be destroyed within a 
certain amount of years to begin a new society.

As a smooth transition takes place from the books being destroyed 
to the replacement of the books under their ‘new knowledge’ the 

public will become familiar with this new knowledge and 
subconsciously begin to follow it, therefore creating a new society 

shaped by these men of power.
During working hours the books that have been chosen to be 

destroyed over time are placed in protection materials to fool the 
public, they will be led to believe that these are books are 

‘precious items’ that must be treated with care. Books under the 
new knowledge will be placed on shelves at a slow intelligent pace, 
to avoid raised suspicions and allowing the public to be drawn in 
and led by these books over time. The process of destroying the 

books happens between closing hours. At 4am all books are returned 
to shelves, ready to open the library to the public. In doing all 
this, the society aims to create a new knowledge, one that does not 

harm society, but builds it.

A TOOL
“For the secret society the library is a physical tool.”
The library becomes a device to create a new knowledge.

PURPOSEFUL
“Behind each book lies a greater purpose”

The library should not just aim to create a space that lets the 
user read, write and so on, it should aim to leave an imprint on 
the user that on every visit it should subliminally re-shape and 

influence the user’s mind.

A WATCHER.
“What she did not know is that there were eyes watching the eyes  

reading.”
In order for the secret society to grow, it is important to          

observe and understand each user’s interest of books.

REBIRTH
“To unite minds to become one through the creation of new books 

of a new knowledge.”
A new order must replace the old order.

THE LIBRARY AIMS TO CREATE A NEW SOCIETY, ONE THAT DOES NOT        
HARM SOCIETY, BUT BUILDS IT.

SUBLIMINAL
The library (SS) works in the subliminal, working behind the 

scenes  to establish this greater good of a new knowledge avoids 
protest, the users mind being subliminally reshaped by the books 

of a new knowledge stops them from refusing it.

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
The library values the power of the mind and how knowledge can     

control it.

HIERARCHY
To keep order in place, there must be a higher power over the 

users (in this case, The Kirkman leaders).

EVOLUTION
The way the user’s mind begins does not have to determine          

it’s ending.

MANIFESTODESIGN BRIEF















King’s Cross produced a ‘Sound Trail of 
Voices’ in 2006, as part of the London 
Architectural Biennial. One of the sound 
tracks features musician ‘Cy Kirkman’ 
who wrote a song about how it was once 
like to live in St. Pancras. In the song 
a repetetive line says “I woke up blue 
screaming, but you were dreaming - and 
it seems like the end of the world.” 
This fit in with the narrative for my 
project as it speaks of the problem that 
the Secret Society want to cure - hence 
why I named the society ‘The Kirkman 
group’.



The main floor structure, 
reoccurs on each floor.

Access for the 
secret society and 

public.

Access for the 
secret society 

only.

SS PublicTowerTower through 
building

Tower 
floors

INFRASTRUCTURAL POSTER

PRIVATE

PUBLIC

LIGHT

HEAT

HUMIDITY



CARLO SCARPA
‘Castelvecchio Museum’

DAVID UMEMOTO
‘Soma Cube Series’

BENJAMIN FERNS
‘The Pontifical Academy of Sciences’

I found the work of Umemoto useful for the 
forming of my tower.  His approach is 
self-described as “rigorous,” with each 

sculpture comprising of modular sections that 
can be reorganized to create new forms. 

This project is by Benjamin Ferns 'The Pontifical Academy of 
Sciences', established in 1603 with Galileo as chair, in the 
project he relocates the academy to the City of London to 
provide a new education system to tackle the Square Mile's 

lack of moral purpose. 
To creates his academy he uses a monochrome mass of libraries 
and ritualistic lecture spaces set in a landscape to induce 
physical and metaphysical wandering, meeting and reflection. 
His proposal goes beyond a religious or scientific typology, 
he investigates the potential of collage through Baroque 

painterly characteristics and oblique perspectives. 
The style of my portfolio is influenced by this project.

The Castelvecchio museum designed by Carlo 
Scarpa has been another precedent for the 

form of my tower. The form and displacement 
of the spaces carry a weightiness that I’d 

like my spaces to carry.



Forms created from overlapping the old and 
new building are put together in different 
ways to form the tower.

HEAT

LIGHT // HUMIDITY

The structure of the old building is 
combined with the new building and forms 
are extracted from the overlapped section 
to create the tower structure.

The tower forms will go through each floor 
creating an intervention through the building.

Old
Building

New
Building

FORMING THE TOWER



HEAT
Heat accelerates damage, causes permanent distortion, cracking, change of 
sheen and melting of adhesives and paint. Insects reproduce faster and eat 
more at higher temperatures as well. The National Parks Service’s, Museum 
Collections guide states that reactions double in rate with each increase 
of 18°F. The recommended temperature for spaces where human comfort is a 
factor is between 60-77°F. For storage of paper records with only 
occasional retrieval, a constant temperature within the range from deep 
freeze to about 64°F would be suitable as per the National Information 
Standards Organization (NISO) Environmental Guidelines for The Storage of 
Paper Records.

Books in the tower are placed into a furnace at different heights depending 
on how much damage needs to be done to the book. The closer to the source 
of fire, the more the damage.

THE TOWER ‘HEAT’ FLOORS

MATERIALITY

Urban grey flamed 
stone

Book with heat damage

Mira black stone

Grigio danese stone



HUMIDITY
‘Relative Humidity’ refers to the amount of water vapor in the 
air, expressed as a percentage of the maximum amount the air 
could hold at the same temperature. When warm air is cooled, the 
RH goes up. When cold air is heated, the RH lowers.Cellulose, as 
the raw material of paper, is hygroscopic. This means it responds 
to changes in relative humidity by expanding when humidity levels 
are high and contracting when they are low. Paper has an 
attraction to water since it contains water on its surface and 
within its chemical structure. Surface water is eliminated first 
when RH is low. Once this supply is exhausted structural water is 
given up. High humidity can lead to insect activity, 
delamination, bleeding of watercolors, distortions, adhesions of 
coated paper, ink transfer and mold growth. Mold stains and 
weakens paper and leather. The 2011 Specification for 
Environmental Condition for Cultural Collection released by the 
British Standards Institute describes that below 25% RH, the risk 
of physical damage increases rapidly and at 75% RH and above. The 
recommended RH lies between 45-65% With an allowed fluctuation of 
±5%. The safe RH boundary usually cited to prevent mould growth 
is below 65%, although 70% has also been cited.

A tower with slots for books will go through two of the floors in 
the tower. Pools of water surround the tower. Steam will rise 
from the pools causing the pages of the books to warp.

MATERIALITY

Urban grey flamed stone

Book with water damage

Mira black stone

Grigio danese stone

THE TOWER ‘HUMIDITY’ FLOORS



THE TOWER ‘LIGHT’ FLOORS

LIGHT
Light accelerates deterioration of library and archival materials. 
It leads to weakening and embrittlement of cellulose fibers and can 
cause paper to bleach, yellow, or darken. It also causes media and 
dyes to fade or change color, altering the legibility and/or 
appearance of documents, photographs, art works, and bindings. Any 
exposure to light, even for a brief time, is damaging, and the 
damage is cumulative and irreversible.

MATERIALITY

Urban grey flamed stone

Book with light damage

Mira black stone

Grigio danese stone



A JOURNEY THROUGH THE TOWER
A collection of small plaster casts 
arranged in different iterations to create 
a journey through a tower.



50 books an hour undergo the 
destruction process.
(And therefore 100 books a day 
from each floor // 2500 books 
a week // 10,000 books a 
month)

DAILY BOOK DESTRUCTION CYCLE

THEORY

BELIEFS

Books are disected into three 
by the Kirkman leaders and 
taken to the decided tower 
floors.

direction and order 
of book deliiveries

1.

2.

3.

MORALS

ETHICS

VALUES

HUMIDITY LIGHT HEAT



THEORY

BELIEFS

MORALS

ETHICS

VALUES

KIRKMAN BOOK PLACEMENT

The library is split into the five genres that the 
society believe make up the right human knowledge. 
The Kirkman books under the ‘new knowledge’ are 
subliminally embedded within the books across the 
genres.

BOOK LAYOUT

BOOK MAPPING



THE BOOK CARRIERS

The book carriers move across each 
floor of the library and deliver 
them to the Kirkman Group leaders 

located in the sorting room.

The Kirkman Group leaders discuss 
through each book deciding which 
books are to be destroyed and how 
they will undergo destruction.

The Book Sorters take the decisions of 
the leaders forward and sort the books 

into the appropriate categories.

The Distributors take the 
books to undergo destruction 
through the tower into their 
assigned rooms (LIGHT / HEAT / 

HUMIDITY). 

The Disposers are to dispose 
of the wastage made throughout 

the tower.

THE KIRKMAN GROUP

THE BOOK SORTERS

THE DISTRIBUTORS

THE DISPOSERS

location

CHARACTER MAPPING



MOVEMENT OF ‘THE SPOTTERS’ DAILY
The spotters are part of the 
secret society, they are   
assigned everyday to pretend 
to be a reader in the library 
so that they can interact 
with the other reader and 
find more ideal recruits to 
join The Kirkman Group. 

9AM - 11AM 11AM - 1PM 1PM - 3PM 3PM - 5PM



TOWER CONCEPT

Conceptual axonometric 
drawing not to scale

Conceptual section not to 
scale



THE TOWER THROUGH THE BUILDING 1
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HUMIDITY
1. Book placed in each column of tower
2. Poles release water into pools
3. Steam rises into books causing pages to warp

LIGHT
1. Light is beamed onto open books on platforms

HEAT
1. Books are placed into different levels depending on
decided temperature

BUILDING
1. Displaced floor connected to tower
2. Columns support displaced floors
3. Walls attatched to displaced floors
4. Stairs from building floors to displaced floors











1. Monitoring floor
2. Monitoring floor
3. The sorting room
4. The book carriers
5. Training room 
6. Worker floors
7. Tower ‘light’ floors
8. Tower ‘heat’ floors
9. Tower ‘humidity’ floors
10. Basement plant
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1. The light floors underground
2. Plant room
3. Readers being watched 
4. Floor of morals
5. Floor of beliefs
6. Floor of values
7. Floor of ethics
8. Floor of theory 
9. Brass wall concealing tower
10. Subliminal posters
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1. Tower ‘heat’ floors
2. Tower ‘humidity’ floors
3. Tower ‘light’ floors 

1

2

3



1. Basement plant room
2. Security check
3. Floor of values
4. Floor of ethics
5. Floor Of theory  
6. Floor of morals
7. Floor of beliefs
8. Initiation floor 
9. Monitoring floor
10. Monitoring floor
11. The sorting room
12. The book sorters floor
13. The disposers floor
14. The training room
15. Secret society social lounge 
16. The book carriers 
17. Tower ‘heat’ floors
18. Tower ‘humidity’ floors
19. Tower ‘light floors 
20. The Kirkman leaders
21. Reader being watched 
22. Subliminal posters
23. Society watching leaders
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TOWER WALL TO BUILDING FLOOR CONNECTION (SCALE 1:10)

SECTION ZOOM-IN
BRASS WALL TO BUILDING FLOOR CONNECTION (SCALE 1:10)
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